Cllr James Mitchell
Following my email last week and my latest exchanges with Paul Branson (Community Fibre), here is an updated briefing for discussion at the next Parish Council meeting.
1. Overall Position
1. Community Fibre has confirmed they can deliver fibre connections to business and community premises in Ewhurst, including the Glebe Community Centre and the Old Rectory/Nursing Home/Church complex.
1. However, they have ceased all residential build in Ewhurst Parish for now. Their network team is prioritising “densifying” existing urban networks before any new rural residential rollout.
Paul says they will keep in contact with BDUK about funding to support rural residential build. There’s no firm timetable for any residential connections. He will check that the new civils work can include extra capacity to make later residential connections easier when/if that is funded.
2. Costings Received (Inclusive of VAT):
1. Glebe Community Centre (GU6 7PY)
0. 22m soft trench, 2m footway
0. Will feed only the Glebe Centre
0. Approximate civils cost: £3,208.92
0. Monthly service fee also payable (not yet quoted)
1. Old Rectory / Church Complex (GU6 7PX)
1. Sites covered: The Vestry, Wilson Room, Rectory, St Peter & St Paul’s Church, Old Rectory Nursing Home
1. 30m footway trench, 10m soft trench
1. Approximate civils cost: £5,495.16
1. Can enable up to four separate service orders
1. Requires Parish Council to confirm with the local authority that a PBO splice box can be mounted externally on the listed church building. Paul believes listed building consents may allow this with local authority agreement.
1. Paul will also approach the Nursing Home about contributing to the cost.
Paul has told me that we could go ahead with just the Glebe centre even if the Old Rectory and the Curch Complex were left.
3. Residential Coverage
1. Bad News: No immediate plan to extend fibre to surrounding residential properties in the Glebe.
1. CFL has paused all residential expansion in our area for now.
1. They say the new build to the Glebe Centre could make future residential connections technically easier if funding becomes available – perhaps around September–October, but no guarantees.
4. Service Continuity
1. Paul confirms that no existing infrastructure will be turned off until there is a full fibre alternative.
1. Residents should be reassured that copper telephone lines will remain available under BT’s Universal Service Obligation and Ofcom’s digital switchover rules until suitable replacements are in place.
5. Payment Terms and Next Steps
1. Community Fibre requires the civils cost to be invoiced and paid in advance of build.
1. Council would also need to agree the monthly service charge once quoted.
6. Recommendations for Council Discussion
1. Do we want to proceed in principle with the Glebe Centre connection at this cost?
1. Do we want to support the church/Rectory project, subject to confirming listed building permissions and potential cost sharing with the Nursing Home?
1. Should we plan to use CIL funds for either or both?
1. How do we communicate the residential pause to residents?
7. CIL Funding – Legal Position Reminder
1. CIL Regulation 59C allows use for infrastructure or anything addressing demands development places on an area.
1. Fibre broadband infrastructure qualifies, especially for community assets serving new development or where connectivity is poor.
1. Expenditure must be properly minuted and auditable.

